Published: Feb. 2, 2017, Kokomo Tribune [Page: A4] 


http://www.kokomotribune.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-senators-still-must-do- 


their-jobs/article_ 603b3f47-e721-56bf-9046-62c90539d746.html 


Editorial: Senators still must do 
their jobs 


THE ISSUE 


President Trump's selection of Neil Gorsuch for the vacant Supreme Court 


slot. 

OUR VIEW 

Democrats must do what Republicans refused to do: their jobs. 
How quickly the tables have turned. 


It seems less than a year ago, President Barack Obama selected Merrick 
Garland, chief federal judge for the United States Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit, to fill the vacant Supreme Court seat left open 


by the death of Associate Justice Antonin Scalia. 


Article II, Section 2, Paragraph 2 of the Constitution plainly states the 


Senate is to “advise and consent” on the president’s picks for such seats. 


Yet, what did Republican senators do, even the ones who had until very 


recently praised Garland, when asked to follow the law? They folded their 


arms and insisted they would wait until after November’s presidential 


election to see if they could get a more favorable roll of the die. 


It didn’t end there. According to CNN’s Chris Massie, Arizona Sen. and 
2008 GOP presidential nominee John McCain told the Dom Giordano 
program on Philadelphia radio WPHT-AM he and his colleagues would hold 
firm even after voters made their presidential choice known. (Only if it 


didn’t go their way, of course.) 


“T promise you that we will be united against any Supreme Court nominee 
that Hillary Clinton, if she were president, would put up," McCain said Oct. 


17, 2016. 


Tuesday, President Donald Trump put forward a new nominee for this 
vacant seat: Neil Gorsuch, federal appellate judge on the U.S. Court of 


Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. 


Democrats are now faced with a choice: do their jobs or play the game 


Republicans played when the opposite situation occurred. 


At the time of Garland’s nomination we loudly proclaimed the Senate should 
do its job. If the president’s nominee is unacceptable, he deserves an up-or- 
down vote. The same logic applies here. We’re looking at an intractable 
future and an ever-dwindling Supreme Court bench if this gridlock 
continues. Someone has to break the ice and get back to the business of 


government. 


It is a travesty Garland didn’t get a fair hearing. It shouldn’t be repeated 


with Gorsuch. 


